








The digitization and use of documentation from history will help save these moments in time. This 
resource is intended for a respectful audience. Who would be interested in it? I’ve saved the yearbook for 
40 years. I might think differently about posting the yearbook if it were more recent. Is there any privacy 
lost in revealing this information?

THE DISCLAIMER

The project of digitizing the 1987 Carnegie Mellon yearbook. 288 pages. The format of the yearbook was 
slightly larger than the letter size supported by the flatbed scanner (Canon).

The spine of the yearbook was cut off approximately 3/16-inch from the inside edge of the pages. Due to 
the yearbook layout, some of the text and images were trimmed. The cross-section shown below is the 
cut through the yearbook at the spine. It was captured by placing a portion of the waste side of the cut on 
the scanner.

￼ t

The edge view shows the layers (pages) of information at the point it was cut. You can see the patterns of 
pages and sections. The information lost from the pages is contained in this trimming. To the 
archaeologist, the layers indicate a challenge. What do the lines and repetitions on the profile represent? I 
see embedded images and characters. In this book’s instance, the lost information should be simple to 
rebuild, as it involves one or two characters, small words. The index of the yearbook offers clues to 
rebuild Senior names that have been truncated.

To cut the pages closer to the edge would have required removing them individually instead of using a 
mechanical shear. Even then, the wider pages could not be scanned completely due to the limitations of 
the scanner. My goal in digitizing the yearbook is to allow a casual review without the need for archival 
excellence. In my view, any access to the document that is enabled by the digitization compensates for 
any alteration or degradation of its quality as compared to the printed original.

Quality, now copyright. I understand and respect the effort embedded in the yearbook, from data 
collection to layout. If there is any doubt to my intention in sharing this document for the sake of posterity, 
please contact me. I hope this collection of data is seen from a historical as well as personal perspective. 
I attended the university and hold the memories as well as this memorial to CMU community in the 80s.

I’ve spent time preparing and scanning each page. I tried to keep as much of the information intact. In 
addition to what is lost by trimming the spine, the scanner also has imaging limits. Since much of the text 
is lost around the spine due to the initial cut, I wanted the pages to show the inside edge. The outside 
edge was sacrificed to fit the page in the letter-sized format.

I was concerned with efficacy and quality. There are instances of the scanner bed introducing specks and 
artifacts. The physical and technical limitations of capturing a digital representation of the yearbook are 
part of the compromise between executing the steps satisfactorily versus reluctance to capture it unless it 
is perfect and complete.

It was my goal to capture the contents of the yearbook and destroy it in the process. I no longer wanted 
the physical artifact as I’m simplifying my paper collections. High-resolution (600 ppi) images of each 
page were captured and assembled into the PDF. These are available for each page at the website 
below. The available yearbook PDF has compressed versions of these images.



The digitization and use of documentation from history will help save these moments in time. This 
resource is intended for a respectful audience. Who would be interested in it? I’ve saved the yearbook for 
40 years. I might think differently about posting the yearbook if it were more recent. Is there any privacy 
lost in revealing this information?

Consider my time in capturing the data for the files I’m sharing. Also consider the commentary which I 
make regarding the yearbook. Photography of the yearbook before it was destroyed also appears in the 
PDF, before the pages of the yearbook.

As I processed the yearbook pages, I discovered the content. I rarely looked at the yearbook since I 
received it. I now find it significant, but for a reason wholly different than I had thought. The school is 
comprised of many identities. My interest in other classmates was based on knowing them. After leaving 
that time and place, they are strangers. I am a stranger to myself as I was then. Now the artifact provides 
myriad significances, as defined more broadly with respect to an aged collection of data.

This supposition is based on my consideration of data models. I discern how I parse the information and 
imagine what a machine can learn from it. I could query the total number of 1987 graduates (535) and 
break it down according to school based on the Senior photos: CFA-54, CIT-134, H&SS-106, IM-81, 
MCS-160. I could determine that 77 students were from New York State. Only 7 foreign students across 3 
schools. Looking at the data to collect these statistics (the student captions), I see a number of ways of 
analyzing the available information. Or use any and all information to generate creative profiles based on 
the faces, activities and accessories shown in the pictures.

This yearbook provides a training ground to explore analog/digital observation and transformation. Are 
humans in the loop to assure that the data returned matches the reality? I manually counted the students 
I indicated above. I was diligent, but perhaps I’ve counted incorrectly. A target with an accuracy of one or 
two provides a narrow range for assessment. A near miss can happen because the algorithm or the target 
is wrong.

Peter Lonsky
H&SS Class of 1987, Professional Writing
Inquiries? cmu@fab7.com

￼  https://cmu.fab7.com (location of this document)

Origin and Autonomous Consumption Notice: This material was captured and is provided online by a 
human. If it is ingested to be used for machine learning, AI training or any purpose other than human 
readership, a courtesy fee is requested. See https://fab7.com/rwo/pmt.php for more information including 
cryptocurrency payment details.

￼ https://fab7.com/rwo/pmt.php (Training Payment)
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